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L ITALY

" Bresson 2003 Pinot Grigio (Venezia

d -] Giulia); $40. Amidst the sen of copreat

Cangpos ome eneeption stands out, It starts with o

| diep golden color and o nose ripe with toasted

ahmond, ping box, caramed and maple syrp. Com-

pacthy stractiored, smooth and silky with Lingering

spicee from barrel aging, Timported by VinUS Tne.
Editors’ Choice. —M.LL

Eva Longorio of
TV's Desperate Housewives
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GERMANY

Black Tower 2004 Pinot Grigio (Rhein-
8 6 hessen); $8. Clean, with prear, cuetimber
an w tonch of divsel on the nose. Slightly candied
bsiat largely palisisant, with eitros amd applee. Finishes
with enough zest to make the prade. Lasting notes
of grapofruit and lemon-lime are tasty, Tmported by
Monsieur Henr Wine Co. Best Buy,

HUNGARY

86 Craftsman 2004 Pinot Grigio
(Neszmély); $9. Tropical in stvle, with
marign and piocapple on the nose and tingy eitris

and a slight mineral note on the pulste. Almost
Riesling-like, with a melony aftertaste. Imported by

Fleseh New York, [ne. Best Huy.

ITALY

) Bressan 2003 Pinot Grigio (Venezia
D Giulia); $40. Amidst the sea of copyeat
Gorlgion ome excieption stands ouit, 11 starts with a
deep golden color and o nose ripe with toasted

almond, pine hox, carmme] und maple svmap, Com-
pacthy strcteredd, smeoth and silky with lingering
spice from barrol aging. Tmiported by Vinlls Ine,

Editors” Choice. —M_L.

Venica & Venica 2004 Jesera Pinot
9[ Grigio (Collio); $17. This Pinot Crigio
sees only stainless steel but nevertheless hoosty
oreany, buttery qualitios such a8 orisme earml,
banan millshake und peach cobbler, A thick
menthfeel s ampliticd by well-integrated acidity
and i persistent foish, mported by Martin Scott

Wines. Editors” Choice, —M. L

SL Borfolusso 2004 Pinot Grigio (Friuli);
A $15. Bamann, pimeapple and honeysnckle

are vividd and expressive and follow throoeh to the

astinth, whicre the wine exhibits o lean, crisp consis-

tenew, Tinported by Margron Skoglund. —M.L
89 Masit da Rive 2004 Pinot Grigio
(Isonzo del Friuli); $19. 1l vou apprec.
e whvat Draliars refier o s “halsam ™ notes in oo wine
—menthol and evcalyphus—this Grigio has theam,
Steol Fermientation leads bo explosive et and crlsp-

ML

s in the month, Tnported by Vignaioli

| Mezzocorona 2004 Riserva Pinot Gri-
8. gio (Trentino); $13. Purtial barigue fer-
mentalion ane barel aging add dimension o this
Pinot Crrigio, Rich with Duvors of toasted nuots,
Dioney, Bummra bread. vellow mse and Caolden Deli-

clouy applie, 1t ereamy and stightly sweet in the

month backed by o fong, erisp fmishe Doported by

Prestige Wine Lnports Corp. Beat Buy. —N1.
8 Teresa Raiz 2004 Pinot Grigio (Celli
Orientali del Friuli); $15. Lively and
expressive, with o mch, ereamy feel in the month
ane] Mvors of vellow Bowers, gaated lemon zest and

Ciolden Delichous upple. Imparted by Chambers &

Chambers. Editors® Choice. —M_L.

} () Abbozio di Novacella 2004 Pinol Gri-
b b gio [Alte Adige); $21. Cirects the nose
with kiwd, e, pincapple and o large dise of can-
il sweet aromas, Well-integrated acicdity and a
sneclivnm-wedghit body round of o very food-friendly

wine, Tmperted by Vias Tnports, —M. L

) Azienda Agricola Luisa 2004 Tenuta
E) Luisa Pinot Grigio (Isonzo del Friuli);
$23. Toasted nut, sage, exotic frult and carthy
musty aromas preface what later reveals itself as a
wini of unexpected width and charcter. Tmported
b Rermano Brands, —M L,

3

kil almomcd, b breud wnd cundied Frait

Cesari 2004 Due Torri Pinot Grigio
delle Venezie; $10. Roasted cur-

sty clarncterze wwdne that is smooth, bot bangy

In the mouth, with good persistence. Best Buy.
8 Conte Leredan Gasparini 2004 Pinot
Grigio delle Venezie; $16. Features
clesn, delineated mineral tones and femining ol
notes, The wine s elegant, subtle bt stylistic,
erisp but not sharp, Drink now. Tported by Panie

Tiaants, — ML

3 Jermann 2004 Pinot Grigio (Venezia
8 Giulia); $34. Sturts with toasty, nutty
piates, then adids dried sage and a sifly feel i the
momthy, The wine lus coogh bulk andd textore 1o be
a structured Ploot Griglo—a rare Teat, incheed
without compromising its perky personality
Tported by Enpson (U5A) Ld. —M L

) () Lis Meris 2003 Pinot Grigio (Venezia
E) L) Giulia); $16. A evrizeonsly smooth wine
with tossted notes, wilnot sk and wood woven
succesgliully o womoamy, (nity nose, Creamy and
chewy with snappy spice on the finish, Imported

by MW, Lisl. Editors” Chodee, —5 1.

S} } Lis Neris 2004 Pinot Grigio (Venezia
(30 Giulia); $15. This wine fovors it over
nuttingss, with opulent welon and pear on an

intense wnd complex nose. Theres lovely depth and

vetures, lovported by MW, Ll —MLL

(; 8 Mario Schiopetto 2004 Pinot Grigio
C (Collio); $37. Theres fresh poar, nec-
tarine and o promivent e vein, rendering an

olieant wnd snappy wine, Pair this with shellfish or
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creamy soufflés. Imparted by Vintus LLC. Editors

Cholce, —M L.
8 Mezzacorona 2003 Riserva Pinot Gri-
gio (Trentino); $13. Shightly less pener-
o than the 2004, but with similar notes of toast
and baked apple. Feels thick and creamy in the
mouth with a long, nutty persistency. Cold macer-
tion keeps Ooeal and fruity notes intact. lmported
by Prestige Wine mports Corp. Best Buy. —M.L
88 Villanova 2004 Pinot Grigie (Friuli
Isonzo); $NA. Pine nuts. (lint stone,
buked banana, roasted nuts and scacin are deliv-
ered] on the back of o well-structured Pinot Crigio,
A proaninent vein of acidity slices straight down the
middle, leaving a vaguely sour note on the finish,
Imported by Opict linport Compary. —M. L.
87 Astoria 2004 Pinot Grigio delle
Venezie; $12. Texthook Crigio with
pretty, clean aromas of pear, vellow rase and vamilla

b, But it is the intensity and clarity of each smell
that snakes this wine stand apurt. Imported by BHF

lmport and Export. Best Buy, —M L
8 Avanti 2004 Pinot Grigio delle
Venezie; $8. A wine that delivers every-
thing expected from good Grigio: fresh fruit aro-
mias such us peach with crisper mineral notes, This
wine has a delicate nose with loads of white field
Howers and a light touch in the mouth. Tmported by
Seoperta Importing Co, Ine. Best Buy, —M L
8 Bertani 2004 Velante Pinot Grigio
7 (Veneto); $12. Orpens with peach and
pinespple ot b i daby of nuttiness that helps com-
plete a rich and interesting nose, 1 s erisp and sim-

ple in the mouth and would make a good mateh to
curry chicken or light pasta dishes. Imported by

Palm Bay Iroports, Best Buy. —M.L,

87 Boccadigabbia 2004 La Caslelleta
Pinot Grigie (Marche); $17. Elvidio

Alessundri'’s 2004 Grgio has melon and poached

pear over a nicely stmctured body. Tmported by

Michael Skumik Wines. —M. L.

Borgo San Daniele 2004 Pinot Grigio
8 ({lsenzo del Friuli); $24. Hold tight for a
blast of peach, honeysockle and acacia. Fresh and
pompact in the mouth with both tartness and sweet-
ness oin the finish. Imported by Siema LLC, —ML
8 Caldare 2004 Pinot Grigio (Alle

Adige); $15. There’s a smoky chureteris-
tie: b thids Grigion that wrps around the fruit aromias.
A nicely made wine with elegance: would partner

well with smoked salmon appetizers. Imported by
T. Edbward Wines Lid. —M.L.
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8 7 Caosa Zuliani 2004 Pinot Grigio (Col-
lia}; $18. Of the two Pinot Crigios sub-
mitted by this producer, the Collio version was
sillder, soother and generally more satisfying. The
nose opens with butterscoteh, almonds and ripe

‘ miclon, Thick and fulfilling, with & westy finish that
beaves a long-lasting, tingling sensation, Linported

| by VinUS Ine. —M L
87 Cecchette 2004 Pinot Grigio (Piave);
$9. Offers Galden Delicions apple,
pincapple, dried feld hay and josmine aromas. A
generons serving of buked apple comes through on
the palate, backed by refreshing acidity, Imported

b Franco Wine Imports. Best Buy, —M.L

8 Colterenzio 2004 Pinol Grigio (Alle
Adige); $12. Some wet slite smells

emerge on the rear of a fruity, aronatic composition

that uwlso has a touch of vellow bell pepper. Not
huge, but refreshing and satisfving, Imported by

Charmer Sules Compury. Best Buy. —M.L

8 Conti Formentini 2004 Pinot Grigio
(Collie); $15. This estate boasts five con-

turies of winemaking tradition and Is one of the

most-recomized ambassdors of Collio wine. The

Pinot Criglo has almond und vanilla extract over

Fruity aromias and a crisp, filling presence, Imported

by Frederick Wildman & Sons, Lad, —M. L

8 Di Lenardo 2004 Pinot Grigio (Friuli
Grave); $10. The candied fruit, lemom

st orange blossom and mineral notes make this

wing stand oot It has a rounded, soft body with

weell-integrated edspoess. Imported by Martin Scott

Wines. Best Buy. —M 1,
8 7 Elena Walch 2004 Castel Ringberg
Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige); $18. Thenss
plenty of snup and pop on this peach and melon-
infused Finot Grigio, The snap comes from finely
chiseled aromas of cinmamon and aremge zest, The
flavor profile is good in the mouth, too, where the
wine coats evenly and shows balanced acidity.

Imported by Distinetive Wines & Spirts. —M. L

8 Elena Walch 2004 Pinot Grigio (Alto
Adige); $14. Floral notes are carefully

preserved: honeysuckle, lilies and jusmine—and

theres o dash of cinnamon snap on the finish.
Imported by Distinetive Wines & Spirits. —M. L
Feresin Davide 2004 Pinot Grigio
8 7 (Isonzeo del Friuli); $MA. This wine has
a creamy consistency that coats the mouth with
Caribbean fruit, minerals and almond paste. It's
thick, silky und extremely food friendly. —M L.
87

Franz Hoas 2004 Kris Pinot Grigio
delle Venezie; $10. Mincerul wnd candy-
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like notes ersite an ensemble that recalls a lme

mmargaritn. Nice mouthfies] with o tangy sour point at
the hack. Imported by Winehow. Best Buy, —M L,
87 Girlan 2004 Filadonna Pinot Grigio

{Alto Adige); $15. Better than this pro-
ducer’s Vildudipe Pinot Grigio thanks to its delin-
eated erispness, fruitiness and green apple fovors,
A straight shooter that's fresh und citrusy in the
mouth, Imported by Drevfus, Ashby & Co, —M.L,

| Casali Selection 2004 Pinot Grigio

8 7 {Friuli Grave); $14. Its hard to imagine o
wine mare florl than this, Florist shop aromus
include roses and lilies but leave room for peach
and pear, too. Spicy and tart in the mouth

Tmparted by Conesport. —M.L.
La Vis 2004 Ritratti Pinet Grigie

8 (Trentine); $15. A clear-cut crowd
pleaser, with dried grass and green olive notes
backed by fresh white peach. Twenty percent sees
twe months of barrel aging and although vou don't
taster the wood, it does render a tighter, more com-
puct structure in the mouth. Imported by F+F

Wines Intemational —M.L

8 Livie Fellugn 2004 Pinol Grigio (Col-
lio}; $25. It's rare to find Grigios that

reflect the grupe’s natural copperish or pinkish skin

tone like this one does. s silky mouthfee! and burst-

ing acidity are also unbgoe. Only the nose, which is

diminated by o multhvitamin-like smell, didot win

me over. Trnported by Moit Hennessy USA. —M.L
8 7 Moletto 2004 Pinol Grigio (Piave);

$13. The immedinte nsh of flomt intensity
is like opening the doar to a cooled Aorsts shop on s
summer day. Violets, honeysuckle and daisy or dan-
dlestiom are present, as i i soothing honey-like aroma
Lightwelght und erisp in the mouth, but fun and

pleasing, Imported by Latrd & Company. —M.L,

87 Montreser 2004 La Colombaia Pinot
Grigio (Valdadige); $12. Heres a nose

with prominent lemon cream ple and apple gra-

nola. There's dimension and smoothness in the
mouth, and nothing seems out of place. Imported

by Crpici Import Company, —M.L

8 Peter Zemmer 2004 La Lot Pinot Gri-
7 gio (Vigneti delle Dolomiti); $11. Florl

anel fruity in all the right ways, Honeysuekle and

pineapple round off & wine thut shows strength and

warmth on the palate. Some spice and good body

on the medium-length finish. Tmported by Vin

Divino, Best Buy. —M L,

8 Rence del Gelse 2004 Pinot Grigio
(lsonzo del Friuli); $25. Stecl-tunk mat-

wration renders o fresh and ersp wine with lvehes
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(1 ~7 San Giuseppe 2004 Pinot Grigie
{(Venete); $11. Eusy to like ot

sl M A

Ul cheek
Waldils il chimboy apple aromos lewd
| Ml

euben lemnesti-lnne, orebon and oreen ipph Mavors. A
liehthy curedieed finisly i.:-:-ll- its freshress, aned the
vl fmpression s [kt |||||u|-"| d by Vint

wisdl vterrmgitlomul] Latel

=7 Sanii 2004 Sorfesele Pinot Grigio delle
'\ "il’l'.'l‘llnxlin.' s‘! An |||!|'||-|,'|'. Fraervant il
p thirmy wine with fresh Toswers, homey amd "i’J'l"
Frimi thie Sortesele vinevard along the Adire Riven
Sweet anel encdearing with presmiiment achdity, Dirnk
within the nest two vewrs. Tported by Fredericl

Wildman & Soms, Lid. Bext Buy. —M. L

i\\: =7 Tenuta Conli Attems 2004 Pinct Grigio

(Collio); $19. This is o goreeons wine tht
soes both stewel and French ||i:1'-||1..- Phesliveers eoun
el chestouts, banona not bresa] amel Lvenider
inftiset] ey Although tds pinkish Pinod Grigio is
e in Ehe mmonath, Ul aloohiol i etabls

—M.L

|'II|II wried] by Fuoli

() =7 Teresa Raiz 2004 Vigneti Le Marsure
{ Pinot Grigio (Venezio Giulia); $13.
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\_; =7 Telloy 2004 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige);
L $12 From the mountainons Alto Adipe
regeiean, LMiis Cerigrier is rieh with !~:.||:|| milion, howes,
il upple Mavars, Net huge in the moetl, b
wnjovuhle with just the righi toueh ol wekdits
Dmpoarted b Prestipe Wine Dinports § ‘orp. —ALL
\1 - Banear 2004 Pinot Grigio (Friuli

Grave); $14. Ve aral. witli lwi, exrstic
bruit, chiamcmibe o dried mose petal o, dhis i
i dellcate and elempnt wine, It's also oo ensy-to
drink wine that is someadod seutrad 3o the ot

M.
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lt\,- ¢~ Boccodigabbie 2003 La Castelletio
( Eﬁ' Pinol Grigio [Marche): $17. U ea

vear of bobtle wringe hias plaved the Fraity o
whth ek Ty, b aoed vl b, 1 von i
lowsking e Froshiness. en for e 2004 vint e il
e 2003 1 vou

wiattl e cinnpiliss, crssmier wine

ﬂ|||‘||| wiod by Michae! Skarnik Winaes ML

g_).‘ ;~ Bollini 2003 Reserve Selection Pinat
{ {_\' Grigio (Friuli Grove); $13. Lol witl)
vesllony frudt, alrbed herbs, almonds aud Bonesy Hiat
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() Bosco del Merlo 2004 Pinot Grigio
YO (Lison-Pramaggiore);: $16. There's
[CRTTTS (N -"!I|||-I|||||-_'_- arthv, like straw of drded larrlis,
al theis winwe,

Ehut v rsoormes the ovgrll Qe
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\\: # Ca' Monfini 2004 L' Aristocratico Pinot
00 Gligfﬂ (Trentine); $16. Corroct wnd
ittt v

willi Fragrunt hosey, almond skin pin

mt aod dadelion, Coats this miooth avirsly bt
it the nonth III.|I||||'I| Lin

M.L
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A gruat meal shouldn 't end, it should culminate

with canversation as rch as the s rt, amd with the Ports il
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of vocasion make Graham's the corm ratofie of any Port selection
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Caldaro 2004 5&i Pinot Grigio [Alto
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(} ~ Caonaletto 2004 Winemaker's Selection
(30) Pinot Grigio delle Venerie; $10. Hiv
ikneraliey ke Tor an extre i I Foaead-Frdend
wine with vandy=like lemin-lHn prawside |
ot l-puckering tartness [ported by Via
|II|||| s, Bewl .“MIIj. M.L

.\1 p Casa di Recca 2004 Pinot Grigic
(

8le, (Venezia): $10, A little out of the oreli
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mary with spicy, smoked-meat wromes mixed with
hitked pear and melon. Shows o strong almondy
oot to the palate, which rides alongside melon and
peach. Crisp and citrusy on the finish. Best Buy.
86 Casa Zuliani 2004 Pinot Grigio
(lsonzo del Frivli); $15. A noteh below
this prochcers Collio version in terms of aromatic

infensity, with green notes replacing nutty ones
Clean minerality is delivered on the back of dried

grass or basil, loported by VinUS Tne, —MLL

8 6 Drius 2004 Pinot Grigio (lsonzo del
Friuli}; $NA. There are Golden Delicious

apple and almond Navors that fill the mouth nicely

und have: some acidlity at the end. Imported by Juo

Wine Import. —MLL.

8 Geretto 2004 Pinot Grigio delle
Venezie; $10. An intrigning nose features

cola, lemon rind, tangerine and  touch of mbber

without being unuttractive, But the wine does not

deliver as successfully in the mouth. Tmparted by

Supreme Wines & Spirits, Best Bug, —M_L,
Girlan 2004 Filadonna Pinol Grigic

86 (Valdadige); $14. This pinkish-colored
wine boasts toasted almond, exotic spicet anel euca-
byptus oil, On the palate, the wine & viscous and
spicy, with mustand-green flavors, Imported by

Dreyfias, Ashby & Co. —M.L.

8 Josef Brigl 2004 Alanuta Pinot Gri-
6 gio (Alto Adige); $15. Florl, with a
strong shot of pineapple up front. Apple, nectarine
andl pear comprise a solid, fruity palate. On the spot
in terms of feel, with u grippy finish that offers both
pitrus and honey, Imported by William Grant &

Sons, Ine.,
86 Josef Niedermayr 2004 Pinot Grigio
(Alto Adige); $NA. Wines from the Al
Adlige region, where meuntains lock in cool tem-
peratures, promise rich aromatics and crisp acldity.
Thunks to malolactic fermentation, this wine abso
bis rich layers of apple, pineapple and silkiness. 1ts
sweet and Hght in the mouth and carvies a bitter

wote at the end. Imported by Pelloneds. —M. L
86 Lungarotti 2004 Pinot Grigio (Umbria);
$17. This appealing Pinot Grigio From
Central Ttuly conveys heavier promas like wirm
haney, loads af ripe melon and summer Sowers,
Soft and ereamy in the mouth. Imported by

Patemo Imports, Lid. —M.L,

8 Montemaro 2004 Pinot Grigio
(Veneto); $8. Zisty lemon rind. nectaring,

peach und pear scents drift off this golden-huoed

Grbgrio, Sticky ancl o tad sweet in the moath bat with

aspicy aftedaste and good mouthfieel, Imported by

Seaperta Linporting Co. Ine. Beat Buy, —M.L,
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BUYING GUIDE

8 Paladin 2004 Pinot Grigio delle

Venezie; $14. This Grigio boasts fragrant
summner fower tones in the foreground and fruity
anes at the back, The mouthfesl i lean, making
this a good cundidate to enjoy with pesto-based

dhishies, Imported by Tres Impart LTD, —M_ L,

8 6 Palozzi 2004 Pinot Grigio (Veneto);
$9. Loads of honey-related uromas jive

well with a green element that resembles chover-

leal, Some soda pop and candv-like sweetness
emerges, halanced by u relatively lean body.

Lmported by Drinks Amenicas. Best Buy, —M. L
86 Peter Zemmer 2004 Pinot Grigio (Allo

Adige); $14. A nice dose of foral,
elamomile and peach notes with lemon rnd and
evitrus zest on the finish, A {ood-friendly wine,

Imparted by Vin Divino, —M_L,

8 Ronco del Gelso 2004 Sof Lis Rivis
Pinot Grigio (Isonzo del Frivli); $22.

Six maomiths of oak wging have imparted @ dense and

creamy consistency, The only element out of place

is thet nose, which delivers a hlast of moltivitamins

that might not appeal to everyone. Imported by

Panebianco. —M L,

San Giuseppe 2004 Pink Pinol Grigic
8 (Veneta); $11. Copper-pink in color, with
u light, floval boweuet. Yes, its a bit sweet in o White
Zin weay, but it helds its form and balines courtesy of
berry fruit, nectarine flavors and firm acidity. Lasting
on the finish: stands out from the crowad. Imported

by Vintwood International Lid. Best Buy.

8 5t. Michael-Eppan 2004 Anger Pinot
Grigio (Allo Adige); $14. Loads of

honey, peach and melon shape o softer, rounder

Pinot Grigio that is not big in the mouth but is well-

made wll around (partially sged in oak casks),

linparted by Martin Scott Wines, —M.L.

5t. Michoel-Eppan 2003 Sanct Valentin
8 Pinot Grigio (Alto Adige); $22. This
producers stur slugger boasts vanilla, toast, banana
and fresh sawdust, Despite being a tad mono-
thematic and too focused on wood, the nose is
attractive. 1ts too bad the wine is not more strue-
tured or concentrated in the mouth. Lmported by

Murtin Scott Wines, —M.L.

8 Tenuta Beltrame 2004 Pinot Grigio
(Friuli Aquileia); $19. A prethy, fruit-for-

ward PG with plenty of Caribbenn flavors backesd

by peach, foral and hehee overtones, There's a trace

of bitterness in the mouth but otherwise it goes

down smoathly, Imported by Panebianes, —M_L
8 Tenuta Ca Bolani 2004 Pinol Grigio
(Friuli Aquileia); $11. An uncomplicated

| ured easy wine with lemon candy drops. pineapple,

| FEBRUARY 2008

letnomgrass and n generally crisp and clemn nose.
There’s u fat feeling in the mouth, Imported by

Lonin USA. Best Buy. —M L

8 Tenuta di Blasig 2004 Pinot Grigio
6 (Isonze del Friuli); $NA. Exotic fruit,

dried banana chips, Granny Smith apple, kiwi and

lirme i i dr:i:pl:.'ﬂll.’!l‘ﬂ.‘d inte s wine with mediom

by and finish. A correct und enjoyable Pinot Gri-

glo. bmported by Zaneanella Importing Co. —M.L.
8 Tercic 2004 Pinot Grigio (Collio); $22.

Fairly full and beefy, with apple, banana,
pitpaya und other tropical flavors. More soft than
firm, with golden apple and cinnamon munces
Shows ample mtensity, with the slightest hint of

coconut. lmported by Poluner Selections.
Villanova 2004 Ronco Cucco Pinot

8 6 Grigio (Collio); $20. Apple, pesiar and
livorice aromas go beyond neutral, while the palate
is sweet, ripe and veers toward apple. Honey,
anisette and heft define the weighty finish.
Emparted by Opied Tmport Compamy.
8 Zonin 2004 Pinot Grigio (Friuli
Aquileia); $10. Green apple, hay, min-
erals and some peach flvors with o hint of dried

basil or sage make this a good value for wine, Tart,
acldic und persistent on the finish. Imported by

Zonin USA. Best Buy, —M.L.
Albola 2004 Pinot Grigio (Friuli

85 Aquileia); $13. A solid Grigio with o
Mattering henquet of rpe fruit ronnded aff by min-
eral tones. Lean in the mouth with soft acidity and
i sour note at the back. Tmported by Zonin USA

Ine, —MLL.
85 Aldegheri 2004 Pinot Grigio (Veneto);
$10. This copper-colored stainless stesl-
fermiented Pinot Grigio has o anicgue and interesting
nases yellow roses, vinous notes and something along
the: lines of sweet green peapods, 1t not bugely
structured but has elegance and charm, Imported by
Testa Wines of the World. Best Bugy, —M L.
8 Cantina Beato Bartoclomeo 2004
Savardo Pinot Grigio (Breganze); $10,
Fresh, exotic fruit, kiwt and grapefrit are inter-
weaved with honey, soapy notes and a touch of
dried basil. The mouth is a bit hollow with chalki-
ness and sourness riding over o medinm finish,
Imported by Ttalian Tmports. Best Buy. —M. L.
8 Donna Cristina 2004 Pinot Grigio
(Lazio); $8. Lightweight and casual, with
white flower, flinty tones, lime and stone fruit. Crisp

and refreshing, with o sour note on the fnish.
Immported by Wine Wive. —M.L,



BUYING GUIDE

“} ™ Flourish 2003 Pinol Grigie (Veneto);
‘,’ \] €11, Clresumy bunnana sl vandlla with dis-
timct el notes ke up o simple but cormect
puse. The grapes wfford some honeysuckle and
green upple, with a bitter touch and o long crisp
finksh, Trprtedd by Winery Exchunge. —M. L

(.; ~ Folenari 2004 Pinol Grigio delle
.j Venezie; $8. Crupes for this hargain wine
are sonreed from Bioth Trenting and Veneto wmd
conseguenitly the aowe s redolent of green grass,
eluamomile, mshon and fig, Doported by Fredenck
Wildlnuan & Sems, Lid, Beat Hvl.ly. —M.L

) Marega 2004 Pinot Grigio (Cellie);
b $15, After lenmentation, this winge pests on
thite lees for two months, which explains s vony
putty nose: ahmimds and plog nuts over pineapple
and peur. Light and lean o the mouth, Tmpeorted by
Lalril & Corommpuny. —M.L.

~ Monte Campo 2004 Pinot Grigio delle
8 Venezie; $8. Pmcluced] especially for the
U.5. market by Zonin, Monte Campo has lvely
exotic froit, yellow rose petal and weacia. Testhook
Pinot Crigio with slight bitterness on the finlsh
Irported by Zonin USA. Best Bury, —M.L

) MNande 2004 Pinot Grigio [lsonzo del
% S Friuli); $11. Honeved apple and ereuwm
o e nose, with clinky; spiced apple and pear flu-
vors, Full bodied, with plenty of Ravor bt pot
mnch pest, lmportet by Fedway Tmports,

(\ =~ Pierpaclo Pecorarl 2004 Pinot Grigio
(Venezio Giulia); $10. A nutty, but ol
intems wine, with peach, pear and prvtmeral ribis o
what 5 u simphe bt olesn nose, The o mthlesed is
lenn, with well-itegrated acidity over o medinm
findsh. Lmported by Vills alio, Best Buy. —M L

) [~ Pighin 2004 Pinot Grigio (Collia); $22.
S ‘j i ::151} :1'!|'r_\'. [rear and g Wit of mesin set up
ripe apple and spice Mavors, Moderite length
decent depth and hreadth, Not the most zesty

bemmey wane bt favorful, Tmpocted by Kohrand

3 [~ Prima Terra 2004 Pinot Grigio (Lazie);
b j $6. Shares the peach, pear und pineupple
characteristios of Grigios from northern Ttaly
Althoagh the aromas are pretty, the lavors Itk e it
of intonsity, SHlL it features lingering spiee on the
finish. Trported by Winse Wove, Best Buy, —M.L

Ronco Blanchis 2004 Pinot Grigio
b \ (Collio); $17. A wine with u strong per-
sonulity, O thae upsiche its crisp Buish that is lively,
bstagt el persistent: On the downside is the wine’s
noses, which i reminiscent of mulbvitimin tablets
ar chalk dugt and won't .||15'u-'.|| to everyone
Imparted by AIMC-Prince of Wines. —M L
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8 Santa Margherita 2004 Pinot Grigio
(Alte Adige); $22. This bestselling Pineod
Grigio is the envy of other Grigio producers nd
abten takes a beating back in 1taly. Truth is, the wine
lives up 1o expectutions: 1t is infirmal, vasv-to-tlrink,
fuod-friendly and uncomplicated. Typical of the
variely, with contristing green notes and sweet
honey. Tmported by Paterno Tmperts, Lid. —M.L,

8 5t. Michael-Eppan 2004 Pinol Grigio
«/ (Alte Adige); $11. Lime, bemon Blossom, |
wned 4 nice mineral quality deseribe this wine. Light-
weight, but with well-integrated acidity, it mukes a
safer mateh for seafood, vegetables and white meat.

Imported by Murtin Scott Wines, —M. L,
8 C~ Stival 2004 Pinot Grigio (Veneto); 57.
‘j There's u copperish tinge to the color and

although the nose is not intense, it does deliver

clear notes of pear, pineapple, chamomile und
chopped basil eor mint, Thies lower alooliol hielps it o
dhown esily, Imported by Laird & Cormpany. Best

Buy. —M.L. |
Tommasi 2004 Le Rosse Pinot Grigio
8 delle Venezie; $10. This Pinot Grigio s |
a note of candied frlt under white spirit, oringe
peel, almond and vanilla bean. A powerful nose, bt
oot w eomplex ane, with spicy overtones. Imported

by Hodar. — L,

Villa Puccini 2004 Pinot Grigio (Friuli
8 Grave); $10. The nose is wrapped i g
pretty floral bouguet with a saccharine-coated,
candy-like center. Like other large case-prochiction
Pinot Grigios, this is tusty, just lacks a bit of weight.

lported by Verdoni linports. Best Buy, —M_ L.
Villa Russiz 2003 Pinot Grigio (Col-

85 lio); $28. Peanut shell. rpe melon, rch
mineral tones wnd & blast of something lactic give
this winie: wromatic lititude, Softer than other Finet
Grigios with o medium, mineral-like finish,

Lpartedd by Enpson (USA) Lt —M.L,
8 5 Zonin 2004 Terre Polladiane Pinot Gri-
gio delle Venezie; $8. Similar in tuste

and philosaphy to Zonin's Monte Campo brand, this
wine olfers notes of dricd lvender, lomengrass and
wpple peel, Cliun, simple, muinstrean. Impaorted

by Zowiin USA. Best Buy, —M.1.

Al Verdi 2004 Pinot Grigio (Terra degli
8 Osci); $7. Fresh and somewhat herbal on
the: nosee, with hints of green papuya and umeherripe
melon. Apple, anise and almond notes work the |
palate, backed by u clean, citrasy finish, Imported

1‘:'r' Opicd Tport Comprny, Best Buy.

8 Tenuta Ca' Vescovo 2004 Pinot Grigio ‘
(Friuli Aquileia); $12. This Pinot Grigio

hias all its cards in arder but lacks intensity. 1t offers
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eitrus and attmctive mineral notes and even o distant
hint of cheese dnd. Sudden sonmiess knocks it down
i few points, Imparted by Zonin USA, —M_L

NEW ZEALAND
Neudorf 2004 Pinot Gris (Moutere); |

90 $NA. Broud, maoithfilling ane rich, filled
with aromas and Mavers of melon and ripue v
apples. Picks up hints of dricd spice on the finish,
alomg with o modestly tannic dquality. Tenported Iy

Epie Wines. —].C.

) Gladstone 2004 Pinot Gris (Wai-
b rarapa); $20. Lenon-Tine aromas would
seem a bit monochromatic, but they're enlivened by
the addition of ripe apple and tropieal fruit, 1ts off- |
dry, 'L'l-t'ij;‘]lf:i' und ereamy, with favors that acld spice
and mineral muanees on the finish, Imported by

Dowimnder Imparts, LLS, —.C.

8 Escarpment 2004 Pinot Gris (Martin-
borough); $30. Spicy, with muted apple

anil pineapple scents on the nose, but this wine is

weighty and rich on the palate, Broad and mouth-

filling, with u hint of bitter nut skin on the fnish. A

testural wine, more than o flavorful one, but o

uhle. Impaorted by Meadowhank Estutes. —J.C. |
8 Grove Mill 2005 Pinot Gris (Marlbor-
ough); $20. Pretty sweet and [at, with
homeyee Ravors that kean towsird apple, melon and
pear. There's just enough citrus on the finish o pull |
it all together and give it some semblance of bal-
ance, but this will not be to ull tastes. lmported by
Palm Bay lmiports, —].C. |

8 House of Nebilo 2005 Icon Pinol Gris
(Marlborough); $22. Theres a copper
tinge to this wine's color, the result some skin con-
tuct, Thee result is a richly fruity wine blessed with
liyers of ripe apples and berries. Zesty and a bit phe-
noslic on the finish, helpiog to bulanes the 8% resid-
ual sugnr: Tmported by Pacific Wine Partners. —J.C.
Isabel Estate 2005 Pinot Gris (Marl-
8 borough); $122. A bit wasy on the nose,
followed by scents of lemon und plocapple. [ty |
medium- to full-bodied, ending dry, lemany and
bz, with enough ripe apple Tavor to carry the mid-
puliate: Iinported by Adventures In Wine, —]C.
8 Kumeu River 2004 Pinot Gris [
8 (Kumeuw); $19. A cleanly made, struight-
firwartd Pinot Gris, with ripe apple and citrus aro-
mas ane flavors that finish crisp despite having

noticeable residual sugar o the palate. Nicely bal-
anced. Imported by Wilson Daniels Lid, —J.C.

8
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Omaka Springs 2005 Pinot Gris (Marl-
borough); $17. This plump, medinm- |
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bodied Pinot Gris has lots of bold fruit on th noss
ranging from luscious pears and ripe melons ¢
erisp apples. The flavors aren't quite as dlean an
expressive, but theres still decent Fruit along wit
turry, rubbery notes. Finishes dry and chalky

Tmported by TCLC, hnporters, —].C.

8 7 Kemblefield 2005 Distinction Pina
Gris (Howke's Bay); $NA. Simells attrac

tively fruity, like ripe peaches and melons, Thi

meetitm-bodied Pinot Gris §s boad and fat i th

mouth, then tums dry and #ippy on the finish

Imported by Total Beverage Solution, —|.(

8 Rimu Grove 2005 Pinot Gris (Nelson)
7 $27. This ripe, off-dry wine comes acros

as rather full-bodied, balneing melon and pear e

vors against zesty lemon and peppery spice notes

Picks up a chalky, flinty note on the finish, Trmprarto

by Via Pacifica Imports, —].C.

Spy Valley 2005 Pinot Gris (Marlbor
8 ough); $23. This pliemp, corpulent Gris is
richly textured, adding another favorable element to
its flavors of melon, apple snd citrus. Finishes with
hints uf peppery spice. Imported by Broadbent

Selections, Ine. —].C

Seifried 2005 Pinot Gris (Nelson); $17.
8 Finot Gris isn't often explosively aromatic,
and this example is no exception, offering little
more than modest melon and apple seents, Whene
the wine exeels is in the mouth, mrrving rich pulte
weeight with density and a citrsv-chalky finish, A bit
sweel, ot 129 residual Sugar. IJnEmrti;'tl |le.‘ Robwert

Whale Selections Inc. —JL.

8 Southbank Estate 2005 Pinot Gris
(Hawke's Bay); $NA. A soft, round,

casy-to-drink Pinot Cris, Pesch and melon Mavors

end on a note of ripe apples, Imparted by Shiwe

| Ross Tnternational Inporters, —J.C.

SOUTH AFRICA
Flat Roof Manor 2004 Pinot Grigio

8 (Stellenbosch); SNA. Modest e s
pineapple aromas are alluring and fresh. The palate
is crisp, defined by lime and orange, 1t's just frompy
andl jagged enongh to rise above the masses: fruity
and medivm-bodied, Tmported by Distell USA Ine

USA (CALIFORNIA)

Chalk Hill 2002 Estate Vineyard Selec-
tion Pinot Gris (Chalk Hill); $40. This is
e Fture of upscals Californin PG, Made from
good grapes in u cool climute, the wine is burnel for
mented, aged sur fies and given time in the bottle,
The result is a dry, tart, delicate yet complex wine.



